Porter

vern Hill upon which the rest of the army fell
back.

McClellan's troops were withdrawn by water
to the region of Washington, and assigned as they
arrived to Pope's new Army of Virginia. Por-
ter's corps came by way of the Rappahannock
River and Falmouth. After some preliminary
operations, Pope took position behind the Rappa-
hannock. Lee made a wide turning movement,
sending Jackson's corps around Pope's right,
west of the Bull Run Mountains, and out again
by Thoroughfare Gap. The rest of the army fol-
lowed a day behind. Pope somewhat tardily ap-
preciated the situation, and moved to crush Jack-
son while isolated. Porter's corps was intended
to play a leading part in this maneuver, striking
Jackson's right flank on Aug. 29, cutting him off
from Longstreet and insuring his defeat, but
failed to do so. On the 30th it was energetically
and usefully engaged. Pope was decisively de-
feated (Second Manassas or Bull Run), and fell
back to Washington, where his army was broken
up and his troops transferred again to McClel-
lan's Army of the Potomac. In the ensuing
Antietam campaign Porter's corps took part, but
was not seriously engaged.

In November Porter was relieved of his com-
mand and ordered to trial by court martial on
charges growing out of his action on Aug. 29.
Pope urged that the failure of his campaign was
chiefly due to disobedience, disloyalty, and mis-
conduct in the face of the enemy on the part of
Porter. Porter insisted that Pope's orders were
vague and conflicting; that Longstreet had al-
ready arrived, prolonging Jackson's line, and
that the moves ordered had become impossible.
The trial continued throughout December and
part of January; Porter was found guilty and
cashiered on Jan. 21, 1863. He at once began
efforts to clear his record. In 1879 he secured
a review of his case by a board of general officers,
which reported in his favor. In 1882 the Presi-
dent remitted that part of his sentence which
forever disqualified him from holding office un-
der the United States; and finally, Aug. 5, 1886,
he was reappointed as colonel of infantry in the
army, to rank from May 14, 1861, without back
pay, and placed on the retired list Aug. 7.

After his trial he went first to Colorado, where
he was employed as a mining superintendent.
From 1865 to 1871 he was engaged in mercantile
business in New York City. In 1869 he declined
the Khedive's offer of chief command in the
Egyptian army, an appointment later accepted
by his friend Gen. C P. Stone. Later he was
superintendent of construction for the New Jer-
sey State Asylum at Morristown; assistant re-
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ceiver for the Central Railroad of New Jersey;
commissioner of public works, police commis-
sioner, and fire commissioner of New York City,
and cashier of the New York post-office. He
died at Morristown, N. J,, leaving a widow and
four children, two sons and two daughters.
[There is abundant information, about Porter's of-
ficial career in G. W. Cullum, Biog. Register of tha
Officers and Grads. of the U. S. Mil. Academy . . .
(1891), vol. II; War of the Rebellion: Official Records
(Army") ; and in the voluminous controversial litera-
ture dealing with his trial and campaign for reinstate-
ment. Official documents are Proc. of a General Court
Martial, for the Trial of Maj. Gen. Fits John Porter,
U. S. Volunteers (1862); Proc. and Report of the
Board of Army Officers . . . in the Case of Fits-John
Porter (2 vols., 1879). The best summary of the case
in his favor is U. S. Grant, "An Undeserved Stigma,"
North Am. Review, Dec. 1882. J. C. Ropes, The Army
under Pope (1881), is a good defense. For the case
against him, see J. D. Cox, The Second Battle of Bull
Run (1883), and the speech by J. A. Logan in the Sen-
ate, Dec. 29, 188.2, Jan. 2, 3, 1883, in Cong. Record,
47 Cong., 2 Sess. See also sketch by J. G. Wilson, in
Thirty-Second Ann. Reunion of the Asso. of the Grads.
of thet U. S. Mil. Academy ... 1901 (1901) ; Who's
Who in America^ 1899-1900 ; obituary in N.-Y. Daily
Tribune, May 22, 1901. The name is most often writ-
ten Fits-John, though Fitz John also appears in sig-
natures-J                                                O.L.S.Jr.
PORTER, HOLBROOK FITZ-JOHN (Feb.
28, i858-Jan. 25, 1933), mechanical and indus-
trial engineer, was born in New York City, the
son of Gen. Fitz-John Porter [q.v.] and Harriet
Pierson (Cook). While acquiring his-prepara-
tory education at Saint Paul's School, Concord,
N. H., Porter manifested an interest in mechani-
cal engineering and, accordingly, entered Lehigh
University, one of the few polytechnic colleges
of the time. His college career brought him
recognition on the athletic teams and second
honors at his graduation in 1878.
Following his graduation, Porter moved from
job to job and from one industry to another over
a period of twenty-seven years, during which he
gained the experience and made the acquaint-
ances which formed the foundation for his no-
table work as consulting engineer. From 1878
to 1882 he was apprentice and draftsman with
the Deiamater Iron Works, New York City;
from 1882 to 1884 he was assistant engineer with
the New Jersey Steel & Iron Company at Tren-
ton. Then for six years he was engineer and
superintendent of buildings and grounds at Co-
lumbia University, and in 1890-91 was superin-
tendent and engineer for the Cary & Moen Com-
pany, New York, manufacturers of steel wire
and wire springs. From 1891 to 1894 he served
as assistant mechanical engineer and assistant
chief of the machinery department of the World's
Columbian Exposition, Chicago, being in charge
of Machinery Hall during the period of the ex-
position. It was in this connection that he first